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ABSTRACT 

Data are presented on advanced degrees awarded to 
blacks as compared to all recipients- For the master's and doctoral 
levels, data are provided on the total number and percent change by 
field of study for 1975 to 1979- The total number of master's awards 
increased slightly from 1976 to 1977 but fell by 5 percent in 1979. 
For all master's recipients increases of 17 to 25 percent occurred in 
the fields of agriculture, business and management, computer science, 
health professions, and public affairs. For blacks, the increases in 
agriculture and computer science were much smaller, 2-6 and 8.3 
percent, respectively, but those in business and management, health 
professions, and public affairs were higher. For academic year 
1973-79, historically black colleges (HBCs) accounted for almost 20 
percent of all black master's recipients, despite the fact that HBCs 
made up only 30 of the approximately 1,000 master ' s-gr anting 
institutions- In contrast to master's degrees, there appeared to be 
slight progress for blacks and strong headway for ail minorities in 
the number of doctorates awarded in 1979. Nationally, there was a 
drop of 3.3 percent between 1976 and 1979, black Ph.D.'s increased by 
4.5 percent, and ether minorities increased by 26.3 percent. There 
was a substantial upswing in the total numbers of Ph.D's awarded in 
architecture, fine arts, health professions, public affairs, 
theology, and interdisciplinary studies- There were serious losses in 
computer science, engineering, mathematics, and physical sciences 
doctorates- The total number of first- prof essional degrees increased 
both from 1976 to 1977 and from 1977 to 1979, a total rise of 10-4 
percent- The number awarded to blacks dropped by 5-3 percent from 
1976 to 1977 and then climbed by 11-3 percent in 1979, or half the 
national figure- HBC's accounted for 21-2 percent or "all black 
fir st- professional degrees- (S W) 
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DID YOU KNOW ? 



About Black Advanced Degree Recipients 



*5 March, 19R1 



Tht! Co=citte<''s rcct*n: report, A Los i ng Battle; The Decline In Black Par tic lpat i cm In Gradu.i:e an :' 
Professional Educaticr. , lay* out a statistical profile of the deteriorating status of Black students 
in advanced education. Despite clains that more than enough has been done to ensure Blacks of equin 
•■^J" in postsecondary education, this study indicates that what little progress that had been mide in 

graduate and professional education had run its course by 1975. In the years since, the proportions 
and, in soce areas, the actual numbers of Black graduate students have fallen considerably. The 
OJ most recent degree data froa the National Center for Education Statistics (NCES) permits an ex:tn- 

sion of the Comittee's analysis to reveal that this decline continued in academic year 19**8-79. 
Data for the following analvses at presented in the accocpanving tables: 

OJ 

f — ^ I. Master's Degrees 



UJ 



The total nusber of master's awards increased slightly fron 1976 to 1977 but fell by 5 percent in 
1979 (beginning in 1977, NCES began collecting degree data by rart\Mcnnial ly) . The number o: 
master's awarded to Blacks followed the national trend but the 1*379 drop was even acre severe, 
7.S percent. As a proportion, the Black share dropped from 6.6 percent in 1977 to 6.i percent in 
1979. 



Several high-growth fields exhibited significant gains between 1976 and 1979. Agriculture, 
business and management, computer science, health professions, and public affairs witnessed in- 
creases in a 17 to 25 percent range. For Blacks in these high potential career fields, there were 
mixed results, The increases in agricultuie and computer science were much smaller, 2.6 and 6.3 
percent, respectively, but those in business and management, health professions, and public affairs 
were higher. Nationally, master's in communications, education, engineering, foreign languages, 
mathematics, and social sciences declined in 19 79, Likewise, the awards to Blacks were lower in all 
these fields except engineering where there was a small, 3.4 percent, increase. Biological and 
physical sciences demonstrated a disturbing contrast in 1979. In biological sciences, the nation,-,: 
total grew by 4 percent while master's for Blacks showed almost no growth. In physical sciences, 
total awards remained almost stable but the number of Black recipients fell by over a third, with 
only 66 of 5,^19 deg^^es being conferred on Blacks. 

Academic year 1975-79 also saw a continuation of the dependency of Black students on historically 
Black colleges (HBC's) for advanced education. Despite the fact that HELs made up only 30 of the 
approximately 1,000 mas^.er's-granting institutions in 1978-79 , these schools accounted for almost 
20 percent of all Black master's recipients. Further indicating the lack of progress, discounting 
the HBC's, Blacks garnered only 5.3 percent of all master's, a proportion which has remained almost 
constant over the 1976-79 period. Blacks were especially reliant on HBC graduate programs in 
agriculture, biological sciences, education, library science, mathematics and physical sciences. 
Without the HSC programs, the 2.0 percent proportion of Blacks among the national total in agricul- 
ture drop* to 1.2; the 3.2 percent in biological aciences to 1.9; the 5.1 percent in library science 
to 3.6; aid the 2.3 percent in mathematics to 1.7. Physical sciences remains an especially critical 
area sii.ee Blacks received only 1.6 percent of the degrees from all institutions and 1.1 percent of 
the degrees from predominantly white institutions. Engineering is another field of acute concern 
for Blacks since there has been almost no increase in the extremely small number of Black master's 
graduates in this field, There were, however, promising signs in business and management where the 
proportion of Blacks among total recipients rose from 3.7 to 4.2 percent and in public affairs which 
aupplanted education as the master's field with highest Black representation, 10.1 percent in all 
institutions and 9.2 percent in predominantly white institutions. 



II. Doctorate Degrees 



In contrast to master'a, there appeared to be slight progress for Blacks and strong headway for all 
minorities in the number of doctorates awarded in 1979. Nationally, there was a drop of 3.3 percent 
between 1976 and 1979 but even though the absolute numbers remained small, Black Ph.D's increased 
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by 4.5 percent and other minorities went up by 26.3 percept. rT?P°ttionately , the Black share crept 
up from 3.6 to 3.9 percent of the total and that for other *inor icl *s, from 3.2 to 4.2 percent. 
For Blacks, however, the significant downturn in master's *"ard* Bu $gests that this "ill be short- 
lived progress . 

There was a substantial upswing in the total numbers of ph-D's * war <ied in architecture , fine arts, 
health professions, public affairs, theology, and inter-disclpji^ a t> studies. As educational and 
scientific spokespersons ha?»e warned, there have been serious lo* s e$ ^ n comruter science, engi- 
neering, mathematics, and physical sciences doctorates. In add* :lo n t ^79 awards in b us iness and 
management, communications, foreign langur.ges, letters, and aoci* 1 Sciences vert all down from 
1976 totals. 

For Blacks, the continuation of minimal representation across th e ^.D. spectrum limits gratifi- 
cation over percentage Increases to a hypothetical or statistic* 1 p l*ne. The 33 percent increase 
in arer. studies was actually a growth of .1 doctoral degrees; the percent increase i n 

mathematics was caused by the addition of 4 degrees to the 1976 b * s * of 9; the 26.3 percent increase 
in engineering represented enlargement from 19 Ph.D's in 1976 to 23 l n 1979. A more realistic 
picture of the involvement of Blacks at the doctorate level Is P f0V *<Jed by a comparison of 
proportional shares. 

Notwithstanding impressive percentage changes, ch e Black share of b ^i n ess and nuyiaRemcnr A «* 
d«rees r ° C fr'! ?V W™* °* degrees, from 0.7 t o I* 1 ™ \£\ ^ ^ t 

degrees, from 1.1 to 1.6 percent; of physical sciences degrees, fro* p percent Jn 

Jh«l K S B ; r0 f e » l0n,t 8 2 f PCrCCnC inCreaSC ln nUDbcr Ve5 » l * cd * *°< P ^por ional chan and Jn ' 
theology a 23 percent increase in number translated to a proportion^ P reductlon fro ^ 2 ™ C o 2 .7 

The number of Black doctorates went down in several kev disciplines 1 ig7g - , ericu1r „ h 

..v,rd R , public flfffllrs has replaced educfltl ^ th f « id :.u h f ^i E H: s \-J k h %^» s ^«a»er- 8 

Blacks remain considerably behind foreign and other m. aori ty s cu dcnt s ph attalWKn , 
disparity O0S t conspicuous in technological, high growth Cfl reer »«~^ ai , X T« « InL 
2Slv. in agriculture, non-resident aliens earned 19 times and other *L 0 ? uie ] J l£r 'f " *" " 
doctorates as Blacks; in biological science,. 7 and 4 tit** as £°'£" e ' * Z L, 

2 times as many; m engineering. 36 and 9 times as many; „«! in P^c^ ^ces 10 an • 12 ™J 
as many In all. the only fields where Blacks earned as or W** "s from toericl 

ZS^JtZgSZZ"" 1 - "■*»» *- l' 79 ^ea-studi f e r s°; ho. 

III. First-Professional Degree's 

(Note: The unpublished data available to the Committee staff lor de Bt ees awarded in 1976-70 doe. 
not permit an analysis of first-professional degrees by field of *ti»dy flg wag concjucced ' h * 
Committee s published report on graduate and professional parti c ip aC *o n . ) 

The total number of first-professional degrees increased both fro* 19 > 6 t0 i 9 77 and from 1977 co 
19/9, a "tal rise of 10.4 percent over this period. The nu^er ^ ar ^d C o Blacks dro PPed by 5 6 

llttlf T m i 97? " d ChCn Climbed by U ' 8 ** rcenc in l9l9t * *et increase of 5. 3 percent, 

rL I,' ' ""^f 1 f *8 ure ; * n "™ of proportional share, the *«l ler increase for Blacks 
resulted in a decline from 4.3 percent of the total in 1976 to 3.9 P e t CenC m 1977 and o n lv a 
slight rscc -?ry to 4.1 percent in 1979. 

The HBC's were even more vital in the production of Black f irst-profe^^ raduates chan h 
r r %, l maStCr S ; " iCh P r °P° rcions remaining almost constant fi in<* l9 che ^ . fi flcCouncc d' 
Si. 21,2 PC T CCnC °J fll1 Blflck f ^"-P"fessional degrees and 59. 5 P^c* nc ln Cn0 se States where 
HBC s were .>oci.ted. This was accomplished despite the face that 0^' 6 HSC's. out of a Coca : 0 f 
433 institutions, granted these degrees in 1979. The proportion of *l* cks mmg all de g ree 
f! C io« nCr ; °^ Predominantly white institutions with f irst-profe^ io n^ prograC is was 3-3 percent 
in .1979 down from 3.5 percent in 1976. The role of the HBC'* in respective States L also 

revealed by a review of their individual contributions. In 1979. a 11 Of t^se States and ch e 
District of Columbia, with the exception of Texas, graduated a high" Proportion of Blacks among 
total recipients than the national average. Minus the Black f irsfP^fessional graduates from 
each State s one (1) HBC with a professional program, six of the Sta^ hfld l0wer percentages 
of Black recipients from predominantly white institutions than v a6 che Cafie nationwide. More 
than half of the Black degree recipients in Alabama, the District of ^X vmbiat Georgia. 
Louisiana, and Tennessee were graduated from that State's historic* 1 ^ Black college 
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Aqncu T ttire 1 flat, 

Resources },J2, 1 3,/lb .1,00? 12.4 
Jlrtiii tet iiw 

J Eiivir, Oes. 1,207 3,219 3J?4 ■ 0.4 

bu Studies .W 'i/l 7 hi n.l 

Biological Sciences 6,608 7 ,1 54 ti,;i79 ' H..I 

Business S Hqt, 42,297 Hj^ 1 ifl m; 9,4 



Coiiiioiiica lions 
Computer \ Info, 
education 

Engineering 15.914 15,875 15,254, .0.2 
fine I Applied Arts ji,790 8,624 8,502 .1.9 



3,103 3,012 7,8X0 ' .0.4 
',524 2,124 ?,'«0 7,9 
128,403 126,710 111,785 -1.3 



Foreign languages .489 J,|7n 2,440 
Health Professions 12,562 13,092 15,61/ 



8,') 
4.2 

Home Economics 2,152 2,340 2,520 8.7 

L« 1,412 1,574 1 ,647 9,? 

Letters 11,2(1$ 10,493 .y 

Library Science 7,998 7,552 5,9Jfl! .5,1 

flathewtics 1,852 3,698 3,043 .4,0 

Physical Sciences 5,403 5,296 5.419 I) 

',808 11,320 8,015 6,6 

17,151 19,696 30,10) |ij 



Public Affair 



Social Sciences 15,795 16,489 12,919 
Oology ?,K40 3,127 j,39o ! 10, 

inter-Oiscip. Studies 3,704 4,4/6 4,553 i jpj 



/ ! 



24,11 



■o.'i 
1.4 



.1.4 



7,7 
4,6 
•15,0 

.21,9 
.17.7 
2.3 
•3,/ 
2,1 

•16.6 
V 
1.7 



5W: [O/IIACBIOCU, A losing Battle: llie teliiie in P,iriiu|i,iii U ii 
Center for Education Statistics, unpublished data, 19/8.79, 
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Graduate and Professional Education, Tables 3A and 3B; and ED/hV.iontl 
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Field of Study Total Black Black Percent 
Master's of Total 



Mad IIIIC Percent of Number of NBC's 
from UK's Total [Hack Awarding Degrees 
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Total, All Fields 300,870 15,38? 6,4 



Agriculture i Nat, 
Resources 

Architecture 
A [n»ir, Des. 

Area Studies 

Biological Sciences 

Business i Hgt, 

Communications 
Computer 1 Info, 
Education 
Engineering 
Fine A Applied Arts 

Foreign Languages 
Health Professions 
Home Economics 
Law 

Letters 

Library Science 

Hathematic:, 

Physical Sciences 

Psychology 

Public Affairs 
S Services 

Social Sciences 
Theology 
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217 
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[I Number of institutions awarding master's in 1976-77; undupl icated number in 19711-79 not available in unpublished data. 
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SOURCE: EO/IIACMBtU, A Losing Battle: Hie Decline in 111 art Porticipot 
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NOTE: First-professional degrees by field of study not available in unpublished data. 
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TABLE 8. PROPORTION OF FIRST-PKOFESSIONAI, lEKKKi AWARDED TO BLACKS, BY SELECTED 
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